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Digging In: Facilitating Dialogue and Action
KEY THEMES AND TERMS
Haudenosaunee/Six Nations/Iroquois Confederacy, American revolutionary
war, reciprocity, Haldiman Tract, Dish with One Spoon treaty, wampum belts,
Indigenous knowledge and spirituality, original instructions, food security, complete
food system.

CATALYZING CONNECTIONS
DECODING QUESTIONS
● Description: What stories are told? How did you feel reading them?
● Personal Connection: How can you connect this story to your personal
experience or stories in your family?
● Common Themes: What social issues/themes are raised in these stories? Is
there a common issue shared across contexts?
● Social Analysis: What are the historical and social processes that created this
situation?
● Planning for Action: What can be done? How does this inspire me to change
my actions?
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
● What did you learn about the history of the United States and Canada that you
didn’t know before?
● What does Chandra Maracle mean when she says “I don’t consider myself to
live in Canada”?
● Rick Hill suggests the Dish with One Spoon Treaty is like a “long term health
plan.” What does he mean?
● What was George Washington’s military strategy in burning Haudenosaunee
corn fields?
● Rick Hill refers to the “Peacemaker”, an important figure in Haudenosaunee
history, who brought together the six nations (originally five nations, later with
the addition of the Tuscarora became the Six Nation). Find out more about
this figure and his impact on the cosmology of the Haudenosaunee. (See
books below: Basic Call to Consciousness (31-40) and Iroquois Culture &
Commentary (23-25)

● Ryan DeCaire refers to the “Original Instructions”. Do further research on
these, in Basic Call to Consciousness (85-91), entitled “Spiritualism: The
Highest Form of Political Consciousness: The Haudenosaunee Message to
the Western World.” How is this definition of ‘spirituality’ rooted deeply in the
earth?

INTERGENERATIONAL AND INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE
Research the history of the Haldimand Tract, and how the Six Nations reserve
came to be such a small territory within it (see books by Susan Hill and Rick Monture
below). Originally 950,000 acres were set aside for the Haldimand Tract, today
approximately 48,000 acres remain.
Since the release of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report in
Canada in 2015, a protocol of ‘land acknowledgements’ has developed for use in
schools, and at cultural and political events. In Ontario, for example, children start
their school day with a land acknowledgement along with the Canadian national
anthem. This protocol runs the risk of being meaningless unless the educational
curriculum teaches students the deep and complex history of Indigenous Peoples
and their current reality. Watch this video: Listen to the Thanksgiving Address video,
where at the end, Chandra suggests that it is a Haudenosaunee form of “land
acknowledgement.” What might this say about how Haudenosaunee perceive their
relationship to land? Could saying a land acknowledgement be a way of giving
thanks to land and its many gifts?

INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE ACTION
Research your own family ancestry through several generations. What is the
history of the land that you and your ancestors lived on? What is the history of the
land you live on? What historical conflicts are revealed in those histories?
Find out what treaties govern the territory you live in. Research how they were
developed and how they are observed today. If there is an Indigenous community
near you, attend public events they organize, like pow wows, and learn what you can
about their past and present.
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